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Schools of Surgery. The election of a professor of patho-
logy was postponed. Professor Caldwell was educated
at Campbell College, Belfast, and subsequently pursued his
studies at Queen’s College, Belfast, Trinity College, Dublin,
and at Wurzburg. He specialised in chemistry and physics
and obtained the Andrew Studentship in these subjects, and
subsequently the 1851 Exhibition research scholarship in

organic chemistry. He studied chemistry for some years
under Professor Hantzsch and Professor Medicus, and

physics under Professor Rontgen and Professor Wien. After
his appointment to Trinity College, Dublin, he graduated as
senior moderator in the University of Dublin. In Trinity
College, Dublin, he has been teaching for the last 10 years
the subjects of physiological chemistry to the medical
students, and inorganic, organic and physical chemistry to
the students in the Indian Civil Service School, as well as
lecturing in other institutions, and has found opportunity in
his spare time to carry out and publish researches in many
chemical subjects.
THE NATIONAL REGISTRATION ACT AND VOLUN-

TARY WORKERS.-Mr. Walter Long, the President of the
Local Government Board, has addressed the following all-
round communication to the numerous voluntary workers
who have assisted the Government Department in the very
heavy preliminary work entailed under the National Registra-
tion Act. "I I have learned with great satisfaction of the
extent to which the onerous duties imposed upon local
authorities under the Act have been lightened by the
cooperation of voluntary workers. In many areas the
assistance thus rendered has not been limited to the work
of emumeration, but is being continued in respect of the
arduous task of completing the Register. I desire to offer
the thanks of His Majesty’s Government to all those who
have so freely given time and trouble to this work, and to
express my appreciation of their willing effort to assist
in the carrying out, at the least possible cost to the

community, of an undertaking which the Government
regard as of the utmost importance. I am convinced
that those efforts will be everywhere regarded as evidence
of the determination of the people to do their full share
in this time of anxiety and trial." It will be seen that
much voluntary work is still being carried on in connexion
with the steps to be taken to sift and utilise the vast
mass of information obtained by enumeration.

THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT
BRITAIN.-At the opening of the seventy-fourth session of
the School of Pharmacy on Wednesday afternoon, Oct. 6th,
the presentation of the Hanbury gold medal will be made
by the President, and the inaugural sessional address will be
delivered by Sir Rickman J. Godlee.

Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

The Parliamentary Session.
PARLIAMENT has reassembled. The business before both

Houses relates almost exclusively to the conduct of the war
and matters arising out of it. Last week considerable dis-
cussion arose in the House of Commons on the question
whether the compulsory principle should be applied two
obtain men for national service at this juncture. The
debates revealed much divergence of view amongst some
sections of private Members, but no declaration of policy
was made by the Government on the matter. Until the
necessities of the situation are placed before Parliament on
the authority of the Prime Minister and Lord KITCHENER
very many Members hold that they have not the materials
before them to come to an individual conclusion on the
subject. Nevertheless, it occupies the uppermost position in
the minds of legislators in both Houses. ,

Casualties in the Dardanelles.
According to a statement made by Mr. TENNANT, the

Under Secretary of State for War, the casualties for the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, including the Naval
Division, up to August 21st were as follows :-

Offleers. Other ranks.
Killed, died of wounds, &c.... 1130 ......... 16,478
Wounded .................. 2371 ......... 59,257
Missing .................. 373 ......... 8,021

, 
. 3,874 83,756

The total casualties were thus 87,630. , 83,756 t

The 1>rcrlct.
Large contributions from the professional classes are

called for in the War Budget which Mr. McKENNA, as
Chancellor of the Exchequer, introduced in the House of
Commons on Tuesday, Sept. 21st. The tax which falls
heaviest on them is the income-tax. Mr. McKENNA proposes
to raise it by 40 per cent. on the current rates, but during the
present financial year only 20 per cent. increase will be
exacted. That is not the full weight of the burden. The
limit of exemption will be reduced from X160 to ,E130 per
annum. The abatement of X160 which used to be allowed
on the assessment will be lowered to &pound;120, but where the
abatement was ,E150, or X120 before, it will become JE100 in
the future. Mr. McKENNA also promised to introduce a;

system by which the payments of income-tax could be made
in two half-yearly instalments, but that will not come into
operation at once. Taxation is also proposed on war profits,
and the duty on sugar, tea, coffee, cocoa, and tobacco is.
increased. The duty on motor spirit is to be raised by 3d. a
gallon, and that on patent medicines is to be doubled. Na
additional taxation will be imposed on beer and spirits.

Medical Officer Prisoners.
It was stated by the Financial Secretary to the War Office

in the House of Commons on Tuesday that medical officer
prisoners in Germany and in this country got full pay.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THURSDAY, SEPT. 16TH.

Poisonous Fumes in Varnishing Aeroplanes.
Mr. ANDERSON asked the Under Secretary for the Home

Department whether he would give a return of the number
of cases of poisoning by fumes of tetrachloride of ethane
which had occurred during the current year among workers
employed in doping or varnishing the covers of aeroplanes,.
balloons, and similar work, and the number of these cases
which had ended fatally; whether certain firms were em-
ploying a dope for this purpose which did not contain tetra-
chloride of ethane ; and whether aeroplanes so treated had
been found satisfactory.-Mr. BRACE replied: According to the
information supplied to the Home Office, 19 non-fatal and 4-
fatal cases of poisoning by dope containing tetrachlor-ethane
have occurred during the current year. The inquiries in the
latter part of my honourable friend’s question concern the
Admiralty and the War Office, and the Home Office is at
present in communication with those departments on the
points in question, but I may say that adequate precautions.
are being enforced by the Factory Department in all works.
in which the process of doping is carried on.

Female Nurses in Asylums.
Mr. PETO asked the Under Secretary for the Home Depart-

ment whether his attention had been called to the question
of the employment of female nurses in charge of male insane
patients; whether this employment had been adopted by
some asylum authorities and was approved by the Board
of Control ; and whether he would take into consideration
the protest of the National Asylum Workers’ Union in respect
of it.-Mr. BRACE answered: For many years women have
been employed in some asylums in nursing male patients
who are not dangerous or otherwise unfitted for female care,
and provided that precautions are taken the practice is.
approved by the Board of Control who found its results.
satisfactory. Since the outbreak of the war, in consequence
of the difficulty of obtaining suitable male substitutes to-
replace attendants who have joined the forces, there has.
been some extension of the practice, but in every case within
proper limits, and without harmful results. Careful con-
sideration has been given to the representations of the
National Asylum Workers’ Union, but the Secretary of State
regrets that he is unable to comply with their request that
he should ask asylum authorities to discontinue the practice.

Nerve Shock amongst Soldiers.
Mr. ANDERSON asked the Under Secretary of State for War

whether uncertifiable soldiers were being placed under
lunacy control and sent to buildings attached to county
asylums containing lunatics; and, if so, whether steps
would be taken to see that all mental and nervous cases due
to the stress and shock of war were treated absolutely apart
from the Lunacy Commissioners until definitely certified.-
Mr. TENNANT said in reply: The soldiers referred to are not
in any way dealt with under the Lunacy Acts. They remain
under the control of the Secretary of State for War. Two of,
the buildings in which they are being cared for form parts of
two county asylums, but they are completely detached from
these asylums, and the soldiers treated in them are in no,
way brought into contact with the inmates of the asylums.
The importance of this is fully recognised, as is demon-
strated in our method of treatment. Each case is the
subject of special consideration by general physicians and
neurologists, and is placed under the care of the most appro-
priate specialist in the appropriate institution.
Colonel YATE : Will the right honourable gentleman see

those portions of the buildings occupied by those men ara
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not allowed in any way to be associated with the asylum?-
Mr. TENNANT : That is and always has been done.

Sir W. P. BYLES : Are the soldiers deprived of the protec-
tion which the Lunacy Acts afford to innocent persons ?-
Mr. TENNANT : I am not sure that I know what my honour-
able friend means, but I can assure him that the first part
of the answer which I gave to the question to-day has been
absolutely adhered to up to the present. Whether it will
be possible to continue to do so-that is, to refuse to certify
in future-must depend on the accommodation and the
number of specialists which we have at our command.

Sir W. P. BYLES : My question referred to the fact that the
Lunacy Acts impose certain penalties for interning people
without proper safeguards.-Mr. TENNANT : Really, that does
not apply, inasmuch as none of these soldiers are certified.
Mr. W. RoCH: Are these soldiers in some cases under the

care of medical officers of existing asylums who, though they
may hold commissions in the Royal Army Medical Corps,
combine those duties with those of the Asylums Board ?-
Mr. TENNANT: I dare say that may be true, but there are
only a certain number of medical experts who are able to
deal with those neurological cases, and therefore it is desirable
that we should have the best expert advice in these matters.
Mr. T. M. HEALY : Will inspectors visit these soldiers and

inspect them in the way they would ordinary cases ?-Mr.
TENNANT : No, because these soldiers are now under the
charge and control of the Secretary of State for War, and
inasmuch as they are not certifiable lunatics there is no
inspection required. Should there be a large number of
these men who have sustained nerve shock, I am afraid that I,
it may not be possible to keep them indefinitely under the
control of the Secretary of State and eventually we may
have to certify them.

Sir H. CRAIK : Is it not the case that the medical pro-
fession are most anxious that none of those practices of
inspection which otherwise apply to asylums should be
applied to these cases ?-Mr. TENNANT: They are.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 21ST.

Certification Arrangements in Ireland.
Mr. J. P. FARRELL asked the representative of the National

Insurance Commissioners to state on whose advice he
directed the Irish Insurance Commissioners to set aside
the present certification arrangements for insured persons
requiring benefit in Ireland ; whether he was aware that by
the proposal at least 200 doctors who stood by the National
Insurance Act were threatened with loss of office and the
salary agreed on ; and whether, in these circumstances, he
proposed to proceed with the new arrangements in violation
of obligations incurred under difficulty by these doctors.-
Mr. C. ROBERTS answered: The part-time appointments
referred to by the honourable Member were made on purely
a temporary basis pending the settlement of a permanent
scheme for certification and were terminable by one month’s
notice on either side, and this fact was clearly indicated by
the Irish Insurance Commissioners to all candidates for such
appointments. 

Diagnosis of Trench Fever.Diagnosis of Trench Fever.
Mr. CHANCELLOR asked the Under Secretary of State for

War whether his attention had been called to the case of a
twice-inoculated soldier suffering from trench fever, whose
case was diagnosed as pyrexia; whether, in the case of
inoculated men, trench fever will in future be given that
name instead of typhoid; and whether careful records will
be kept of all such cases and made available after the war.-
Mr. TENNANT replied: I have seen a newspaper cutting
which was forwarded to me by my honourable friend,
but the cutting was useless as a basis for any investiga-
tion as it contained no details by which the soldier
in question could be identified. On the general question I
can assure my honourable friend that careful records of all
cases of trench fever are being preserved, but I must
repudiate the suggestion that men suffering from typhoid
fever will be diagnosed as trench fever. The army medical
authorities, who desire scientific accuracy as much as my
honourable friend does, will not diagnose cases of trench
fever unless the results of the bacteriological examination
justify such a diagnosis. The subject of trench fever is being
investigated at the present time.

Nerve Shock amongst Soldiers.
Mr. ToucHE asked the Under Secretary of State for War

what hospital provision, apart from lunacy control and
association, with its industrial and social prejudice, had
been provided where uncertifiable cases of nerve disturbance
and loss of mental balance amongst the rank and file,
requiring special and continued treatment, could be placed
under special medical care.-Mr. TENNANT wrote in reply:
Cases of the kind mentioned are treated in the neurological
sections of 23 military hospitals in the United Kingdom.
Accommodation for those cases is also afforded by the
Springflell House Hospital, Wandsworth, and the Red
Cross Military Hospital, Maghull, near Liverpool. I would
further refer the honourable gentleman to a reply which
I gave last week.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 22ND.
Recognition of Gallantry of Medical Officers.

Mr. T. M. HEALY asked the Under Secretary for War
whether medical men wounded while attending to soldiers
under fire would receive, or were entitled to receive, any
special recognition for their bravery.-Mr. TENNANT wrote
in reply: The mere fact of being wounded while attending
to soldiers under fire does not entitle a medical officer to
special recognition for bravery, but these officers receive
full recognition for valour shown, their cases being con-

sidered on the same lines as those of other officers. Any
exceptional circumstances would be given their proper
weight. 

Mental Disorders of Soldiers.Mental Disorders of Soldiers.
Mr. RENDALL asked the Under Secretary of State for War

whether it was possible for the War Office to continue
indefinitely its present practice of retaining under the
control of the Secretary of State all cases of nerve shock,
including the graver forms of mental disorder which in civil
life would be certified and sent to county asylums ; and how
any change of practice would affect those cases now under
the Secretary of State’s control.-Mr. TENNANT answered:
The subject of the disposal of the more serious mental cases
has been receiving consideration, and has caused the autho-
rities considerable anxiety. Owing to the increasing numbers
of incurable cases I have to say that’ it will not be possible
to continue indefinitely the system of retaining under the
control of the Secretary of State cases of general paralysis,
chronic epilepsy, and chronic insanity which have had
previous asylum treatment. Such cases will in future be
dealt with in the manner laid down in paragraphs 403, 404,
and 408 King’s Regulations. This new system will apply to
the cases now under the Secretary of State’s control in so far
as they come within the three categories I have named.
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